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Review, Experience Summary and Lessons for Reform of the Development

Process of Foreign Water Rights System
SU Zhaoxian , DING Xinrui, SI Baojiang

(School of Public Administration, North China University of Water Resources and Electric Power, Zhengzhou 450046, China)

Abstract; The construction of an efficient water rights system is crucial for countries worldwide to
allocate water resources effectively through the property rights framework. While the water rights system in
China was established in the early 21st century, it has encountered challenges such as slow water rights allo-
cation , limited transaction activity, and market pricing deviations. It is important to reflect upon the successes
and failures of water rights systems in other countries. Therefore, this paper selects 10 representative countries
from Asia, Africa, Europe, America, and Oceania as case studies, summarizes the commonalities and differ-
ences in the development experiences of water rights systems across continents and countries, aiming to pro-
vide insights for the high-quality development of China’ s water rights system. The study reveals that the devel-
opment of water rights systems in foreign countries primarily stems from a shift from government-led centralized
management to market-driven decentralized management, which creates an environment favorable for the
growth of water rights systems characterized by perfect government regulation and efficient market operation.
Accordingly, China should establish a robust water rights allocation system, foster a localized water rights
trading market, and enhance the government’ s oversight of the trading market. These measures will contribute
to promoting the quality and efficiency of China’ s water rights system.

Key words: the water rights system; experience summary ; lessons for reform
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